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Abstract
This research was conducted on potato plant in greenhouse of people friendship university of Russia in Moscow region in July 
2024 at temperature of 20 – 27 C and optimal humidity of 70-80%. The aim of this study was to evaluate the efficiency of 
biological control of aphids by four bio-agents to know which one of these bio-agents has more biological efficiency on aphids. 
Parasite wasp, Lady beetle, Damsel and lacewings on potato. Interval of this research was two weeks and four bio-agents 
have been released on potato plant in greenhouse. The release rate of beo-agents is 100/10m2. Per day each these four bio-
agents Damsel bug, Ladybug, parasitic wasp and Green lacewing eliminated (42, 50, 47 and 45 respectively. The efficiency of 
bio-agents and the result of this study indicated, that these four bio-agents, Damsel bugs, Lady Beetles, parasitic wasps and 
Lacewings have controlled the population of aphids on potato plants 84%, 100%, 94% and 90% respectively. Among four bio-
agents Damsel bugs had the lease biological efficiency and Ladybug had the most biological efficiency in controlling of aphids 
on potato plants. In overall, they controlled 92% population of the potato aphids in greenhouses. The most effective biological 
control of potato aphids are these three beneficial insects such as ladybugs, parasitic wasps and lacewings.
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1. Introduction 
Potato aphids (Macrosiphum euphorbiae) is origin from 
north America then distributed throughout the world 
[1]. Potato aphid color is green or pink, and rarely with a 
darker dorsal stripe. It has a pear-shaped body almost 0,7 
to 7 millimetres long and well-known to plant-ice [2]. The 
antennae are dark. Their legs are longer than other aphids. 
Develop at optimal temperature of 20-25 C and optimal 
humidity of 70-80%. Colonies on plants of the same species; 
In the autumn, a bisexual generation develops, the females 
of which lay wintering eggs. Potatoes aphids feed commonly 
on the leaves of the plants which cause the leaves to become 
curling, distorted and yellow, the damage commonly appears 
on the younger parts of the plants. Heavy infestation of 
aphids decreases the growth of plants and can stunt. 
Potatoes aphids are a serious problem to the farmers in the 
world, the damage of the aphids can be 40% to the plants 
and the aphids can be cause potential damages to the human 
purposes and ecosystems [3].

The use of biological control method seems to be the most 
reasonable way in the modern world, the harmful effects 
of the use of pesticides on humans and other living beings 
on earth are more or less known to everyone. The recorded 
history of biological control dates back to 4,000-year-old 
Egyptian documents, where domestic cats were used as 

useful in controlling rodents. Chinese citrus growers placed 
nests of predatory ants. (A. H. S. Smith, 1919), first used term 
"biological control" to signify the use of natural enemies 
whether introduced to control insect pests [4]. (B. P. De Bach, 
1964), further refined the term and distinquished "natural 
control" from "biological control" [5]. 

From very ancient times, even from the Renaissance in 
Europe, there have been examples of attempts by human 
of that time to use the biological method. Pesticides 
contaminate the soils, environment and foods and they are 
very dangerious to human that they do not need further 
explanation. But the problems caused by the indiscriminate 
use of pesticides become more tangible when we know 
that the continuation of this uncertain process will cause 
an outbreak of pests and, what is worse, the emergence of 
new pests, they will complicate the situation even more than 
before. Given these explanations for the development, the 
use of the biological control method seems to be the most 
reasonable way in the modern world. The harmful effects 
of the use of pesticides on human and other living beings 
on earth are more or less known to everyone. human in the 
modern world has realized that pesticides not only have not 
solved the problems but also can cause the emergence of 
new pests. (B. P. De Bach,1964), further refined the term and 
distinquished "natural control" from "biological control" [5].
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Parasitoids, predators and pathogens are components 
of biocontrol of insect pests (Memmott et al, 2000). In 
biocontrol, parasitoids have an advantage over predators 
because they are host-specific, better adapted in their 
relationships, and also have a lower food requirement 
per person, thus maintaining equilibrium with their host 
species at lower host densities and their larvae don’t need 
to forage (van Lenteren, 1986; Sigsgaard and Hansen, 
2000). Parasitoids are used more frequently than predators 
in biocontrol programs for about 80% of all biocontrol 
(Hokkanen, 1985). More than 300 agricultural and urban 
insect pests in over 100 countries are currently controlled 
by biocontrol agents. Although the above success rate is very 
low (about 10,000 species of insects are recognized as pests). 
Research and development in the field of biocontrol is very 
limited compared to synthetic pesticides Voilier (1976) [6].

The efficiency of bio-agents and the result of this study 
indicated, that these four bio-agents, Damsel bugs, Lady 
Beetles, parasitic wasps and Lacewings have controlled the 
population of aphids on potato plants 84%, 100%, 94% and 
90% respectively. Among four bio-agents Damsel bugs had 
the lease biological efficiency and Ladybug had the most 
biological efficiency in controlling of aphids on potato plants. 
In overall, they controlled 92% population of aphids [7].

2. Materials & Methods
A field experiment to evaluate the effectiveness of the use 
of four bio-agents against Aphids on potatoes was done on 
an experimental field of the people friendship university 
of Russia Research Agro-biotechnology institute, which is 
located in the city of Moscow in July 2024. The objective 
of this research was to estimate the efficiency of four bio-
agents against aphid on potatoes plants. We released bio-
agents against aphids to evaluate the efficiency of four bio-
agents in greenhouses. The soil PH was 6 in greenhouse. 
Aphidius colemani, Coccinella septempunctata, Nabis 
rogusus and Chrysoperla spp. The release rates and time 
of these four bio-agents were the same 100 bio-agents in 
10-meter square in two weeks, four bio-agents (Damsel 
bug, Ladybug, parasitic wasp and lacewings) were applied 
and were tested, the number of bio-agents against aphids on 
potato plants in greenhouses, 400 bio-agents were in total. 
100 Damsel bugs, 100 Ladybugs, 100 parasitic wasps and 
100 Lacewings. We have calculated the numbers of aphids 
that were controlled by each bio-agents on potato plants in 
four separated greenhouses, each bio-agents were tested and 
each greenhouse were 10 meters square. The calculation of 
biological efficiency of bio-agents was carried out according 
to the formula E = (A x B / C) 100 where: E - efficiency in % A 
– Number of Aphids controlled per days; C – the total aphids 
before control or processing [9]. 

3. Results & Discussions
To protect potato plants from aphids in greenhouses, in the 
presence of food, the larvae complete their development and 
pupate in greenhouses. The duration of the protective effect 
from release is 3-14 days depending on the temperature 

and the type of bio-agents. In potato plantings, protective 
measures should ensure the complete absence of aphids in 
greenhouses. Therefore, the strategy of releasing younger 
larvae in the expectation of further development of bio-
agents due to feeding on phytophages can’t be implemented. 
In the absence of the pest, Aphidius colemani, Coccinella 
septempunctata age die without food within 2 days. Even if 
the larva finds a victim after a 2-day starvation, this cannot 
compensate for its loss in weight and viability. Compensatory 
growth of larvae after a short-term starvation is possible 
only at the IV age. According to our data obtained as a 
result of mass and individual breeding of Aphids, Coccinella 
septempunctata, a 2-day food deficit for II-III instar larvae 
led to irreversible negative consequences, which was 
expressed in a decrease in the proportion of larvae that 
molted to IV instar to 8-12% with individual breeding. With 
mass breeding, this indicator rose to 25-28%, apparently 
due to cannibalism [10].

After the release of younger larvae, already after 4-8 
days, a significant (85-95%) decrease in their numbers is 
observed, despite the presence of aphids in the agrocenosis. 
Obviously, in the absence of a victim, the decline in the 
number of released larvae will be even more rapid A possible 
ecogenetic mechanism that ensures the effectiveness of the 
proposed variant of preventive colonization of Coccinella 
septempunctata was the heterogeneity of the physiological 
reactions of this species to food stress (absence of aphids). 
The population included a certain proportion of instar 
larvae that delayed metamorphosis under food stress, 
despite the fact that the amount of accumulated nutrients 
allowed them to pupate. It can be assumed that these larvae 
remained on the plants and contributed to the protective 
effect of preventive colonization. However, the main role 
in the preventive release of Coccinella septempunctata 
was apparently played by IV instar larvae that had not 
gained the threshold mass necessary for metamorphosis. 
In laboratory experiments, when kept individually without 
food, larvae with a mass deficit retained motor activity 3-4 
times longer than individuals that had already reached the 
pupation threshold. Among the larvae (20-29 mg) released 
into the greenhouse, the proportion of individuals with a 
subthreshold mass was significant (about 50%). In order to 
survive in the greenhouse, they had to find food. This could be 
aphids or individuals of their own species (larva, pupa, young 
imago). C. septempunctata are characterized by cannibalism. 
Eating individuals of their own species is an integral part of 
the behavioral stereotype of C. septempunctata [11]. Perhaps 
it was cannibalism that gave larvae with a subthreshold 
mass a chance to survive in the greenhouse. When using 
larvae from the size class (20-29 mg) recommended by 
us, the expected losses from cannibalism will be partially 
compensated by a decrease in mortality among larvae with 
a subthreshold mass [12]. In the green house experiment of 
people friendship university of Russia on the control without 
bio-agents, potato plants were affected by dangerous aphids’ 
pests’ figure 1. 
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Figure 1: Shows the Aphids are Under the Potato Leaves

Figure 2: Shows the Aphids are Under the Potato Leaves 

Figure 3: Bar Chart Indicates the Effectiveness of Four Bio-Agents on Potato Aphids in Greenhouses

The highest percentage potato plants affected by aphids was 
recorded - 35%. At the same time, the less damage of 25% was 
noted against the natural background of mineral nutrition. 
In the variants, where bio-agents were used a significant 
decrease in the harmfulness of the aphids was observed. The 
tendency to increase the infestation of plants with aphids 
with an increase in the level of mineral nutrition of plants 
has been observed. The degree of aphid Development before 
the applying of Damsel bugs, Ladybugs, parasitic wasps and 

Lacewings was 30 % in greenhouses. 100 lady bugs have 
been released on potato plants in greenhouse, the adults and 
larvae lady bugs attacked on potato aphids Macrosiphum 
eurphorbiae. Every adult or larvae ladybug eliminated 50 
aphids per day in greenhouse which we recorded. In this 
study was the highest among four bio-agents Parasitic wasps 
laid their eggs inside the aphids then the eggs developed 
inside the aphids become larvae, the larvae killed the aphids, 
leaving mammies, (Figure 2) [13]. 

Single female lacewings laid up 295 eggs in groups on 
surface of leaves. The larvae of lacewings are well-known to 
aphidlions and they are feeders that consumed around 400 
aphids in two weeks, Lacewings its larvae attacked on potato 
aphids. Each these four bio-agents per day (Damsel bug, 
Ladybug, parasitic wasp and Green lacewings) eliminated 
(42, 50, 47 and 45 respectively. The efficiency of four bio-
agents and the results of this study have been indicated as 
follow: these four bio-agents (Damsel bugs Lady Beetles, 

predators’ wasps and Lacewings (84%, 100%, 94% and 90% 
respectively against aphids on potato plants. In over all They 
have controlled 92% of the population of the plant aphids on 
potato plants in greenhouse during two weeks (Figure 3 and 
table 1). Aphids have so many natural enemies like predators 
and parasites that they can be have so high effective, the 
abilities and potentialities were very high for successful 
biological control of potato aphids in the greenhouses [14].
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Bio-agent Host plant No of release interval Aphids 
before 
control

Aphids controlled 
per day by single 
bio-agent

Effectiveness

Damsel bug potato 100/10m2 14 days 700 42 84%
Lady bug potato 100/10m2 14 days 700 50 100%
Parasitic wasp potato 100/10m2 14 days 700 47 94%
Lacewing potato 100/10m2 14days 700 45 90%

Table 1: Indicates the Biological Effectiveness of four Bio-Agents Against Potato Aphids in Greenhouse that was 
Tested.

Shows the effectiveness of bio-agents, number of release and single bio-agent controlled per day the potato aphids in 
greenhouses during two weeks of this study [15].

Equations: 
(Eq. (1)). E = (             ) 100 

where: E - efficiency in % A – Number of Aphids controlled 
per days; B- the number of days; C – the total aphids before 
control or processing.

Effectiveness (%) = (         ) × 100
 

Interval: 2 weeks (14 days)

Total Aphids have been Controlled by single bio-agent 
per day: [42, 50, 47, 45]

We first calculate the total aphids controlled be single bio-
agents in 14-days interval:
 
1. Damsel Bug
Total Aphids Controlled=42×14=588
2. Ladybug
Total Aphids Controlled=50×14=700
3. Parasitic Wasp
Total Aphids Controlled=47×14=658
4. Lacewing
Total Aphids Controlled=45×14=630

Effectiveness Calculation
1. Damsel Bug
Effectiveness (%)=(588/700)×100=84
2. Ladybug
Effectiveness (%)=(700/700)×100=100
3. Parasitic Wasp
Effectiveness (%)=(658/700)×100=94
4. Lacewing
Effectiveness (%)=(630/700)×100=90

Summary of Effectiveness:
• Damsel Bug: 84%
• Ladybug: 100%
• Parasitic Wasp: 94%
• Lacewing: 90%
In overall, effectiveness 0f bio-agents on potato aphids
= (      ) = 92%

4. Conclusion
In contrast to chemical pesticides, biocontrol methods are 
environmentally sustainable. They do not abandon harmful 
compounds into water, soil and food and have minimal 
impact on beneficial organisms and our ecosystems. These 
bio-agents are the most effective when they are used as 
part of an integrated pest management strategy. Higher 
effectiveness is expected, when they are properlyapplied, 
in recommended release rates and at optimal timing. In the 
result of the studies, it has shown that the use of bio-agents 
on potato plants against aphids in the humidity conditions 
of Moscow climate and region ensured effectiveness 
against aphids by Damsel bugs, Ladybugs, Parasitic wasps 
and Lacewings at the level of 84%, 100%, 94% and 90% 
respectively. The biological effectiveness of four bio-
agents treatments in controlling aphids on potato plant in 
greenhouses was evaluated in field trials conducted in July 
2024, in Moscow Oblast. Among these four bio-agents Green 
Lacewings had the lease efficiency and Ladybugs had the 
most efficiency in controlling of aphids on potato plants in 
experimental greenhouse of RUDN university. in over all 
They have controlled nearly 92% of the population of the 
aphids on potato aphids in greenhouses during two weeks 
of this research, we have found in this research that among 
these four bio-agents Lady bugs have the more biological 
efficiency in control of potatoes aphids. We recommend to 
the farmers to use from these three beneficial insects such 
as ladybugs, parasitic wasps and lacewings in controlling of 
potato aphids.

Acknowledgments
This work wasn’t supported by No individuals, No Organiza-
tions and No Foundations. 

References
1. Smith HA, Capinera L. (2017). Natural Enemies and Bio-

logical Control. [Internet]. 1-6.
2. Chen, J. (2024). Aphids as plant pests: from biology to 

green control technology. Frontiers in Plant Science, 14, 
1337558. 

3. Messelink, G. J., Bloemhard, C. M., Sabelis, M. W., & Jans-
sen, A. (2013). Biological control of aphids in the pres-
ence of thrips and their enemies. BioControl, 58, 45-55. 

4. Joshi, S., Rabindra, R. J., & Rajendran, T. P. (2010). Bio-
logical control of aphids. Journal of Biological Control, 

C
A × B

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/in120
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/in120
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpls.2023.1337558/full
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpls.2023.1337558/full
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpls.2023.1337558/full
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10526-012-9462-2
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10526-012-9462-2
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10526-012-9462-2
https://www.indianjournals.com/ijor.aspx?target=ijor:jbc&volume=24&issue=3&article=001
https://www.indianjournals.com/ijor.aspx?target=ijor:jbc&volume=24&issue=3&article=001


Volume - 3 Issue - 1

Page 5 of 5

Copyright © Zafar NazariJournal of Agriculture and Education Research

Citation: Nazari, Z., (2025). Biocontrol of Potato Aphids by Insect Bio-Agents. J Agric Educ Res, 3 (1), 1-5.

24(3), 185-202.
5. Ayushi Mishra. Newton Paul. (2024). Biological Control 

of Aphids by using Lady Beetle. World Journal of Biology 
Pharmacy and Health Sciences. 18(02): 168-172.

6. McEwen P, New T, Whittington A. (2001). Lacewings 
in the crop environment. Cambridge University Press, 
Cambridge, UK. 545.

7. Liu, Y. Q., Shi, Z. H., Zalucki, M. P., & Liu, S. S. (2014). Con-
servation biological control and IPM practices in Brassi-
ca vegetable crops in China. Biological Control, 68, 37-
46.

8. Ayushi Mishra and Newton Paul. (2025). Biological con-
trol of aphids by using beetles (Coccinella septempunc-
tata). World Journal of biology Pharmacy and health Sci-
ences. 169-172.

9. Snyder, W. E., Ballard, S. N., Yang, S., Clevenger, G. M., 
Miller, T. D., Ahn, J. J., ... & Berryman, A. A. (2004). Com-
plementary biocontrol of aphids by the ladybird beetle 
Harmonia axyridis and the parasitoid Aphelinus asychis 
on greenhouse roses. Biological Control, 30(2), 229-235.

10. Lumbierres, B., Meseguer, R., Levi-Mourao, A., & Pons, 
X. (2024). Biological Control of Aphids in Spain’s Urban 
Green Spaces. Sustainability, 16(24), 11225.

11. Mukherjee, A., & Ghosh, S. K. (2023). An eco-friendly 
approach of biocontrol of aphid (Aphis gossypii Glover) 

by Trichoderma harzianum. Environmental Monitoring 
and Assessment, 195(1), 102.

12. Baranek, J., Pluskota, M., Rusin, M., Konecka, E., Kaznows-
ki, A., & Wiland-Szymańska, J. (2023). Insecticidal activi-
ty of Bacillus thuringiensis strains isolated from tropical 
greenhouses towards Cydia pomonella and Spodoptera 
exigua larvae. BioControl, 68(1), 39-48.

13. Zhang, G., St. Clair, A. L., Dolezal, A. G., Toth, A. L., & O’Neal, 
M. E. (2022). Can native plants mitigate climate-related 
forage dearth for honey bees (Hymenoptera: Apidae)?. 
Journal of Economic Entomology, 115(1), 1-9.

14. Alberto Danie. (2023). From Lab to Field: Challenges 
and Successes in Implementing Biological Control Strat-
egies. Journal of Biodiversity, Bioprospecting and Devel-
opment. 9(3). 1-2.

15. Fei, M., Gols, R., & Harvey, J. A. (2023). The biology and 
ecology of parasitoid wasps of predatory arthropods. 
Annual review of entomology, 68(1), 109-128.

16. Messelink, G. J., Bloemhard, C. M., Sabelis, M. W., & Jans-
sen, A. (2013). Biological control of aphids in the pres-
ence of thrips and their enemies. BioControl, 58, 45-55. 

17. Janghel, M., Mishra, I., & Mishra, B. K. (2015). Evalua-
tion of different biopesticides against the aphid in okra 
at Bhubaneswar. Middle-East Journal of Scientific Re-
search, 23(3), 421-425.

https://www.indianjournals.com/ijor.aspx?target=ijor:jbc&volume=24&issue=3&article=001
https://doi.org/10.30574/wjbphs.2024.18.2.0251
https://doi.org/10.30574/wjbphs.2024.18.2.0251
https://doi.org/10.30574/wjbphs.2024.18.2.0251
https://www.academia.edu/1009872/Lacewings_in_the_crop_environment
https://www.academia.edu/1009872/Lacewings_in_the_crop_environment
https://www.academia.edu/1009872/Lacewings_in_the_crop_environment
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1049964413001278
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1049964413001278
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1049964413001278
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1049964413001278
https://doi.org/10.30574/wjbphs.2024.18.2.0251
https://doi.org/10.30574/wjbphs.2024.18.2.0251
https://doi.org/10.30574/wjbphs.2024.18.2.0251
https://doi.org/10.30574/wjbphs.2024.18.2.0251
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1049964404000143
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1049964404000143
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1049964404000143
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1049964404000143
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1049964404000143
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/16/24/11225
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/16/24/11225
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/16/24/11225
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10661-022-10726-0
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10661-022-10726-0
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10661-022-10726-0
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10661-022-10726-0
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10526-022-10173-3
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10526-022-10173-3
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10526-022-10173-3
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10526-022-10173-3
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10526-022-10173-3
https://academic.oup.com/jee/article-abstract/115/1/1/6439702
https://academic.oup.com/jee/article-abstract/115/1/1/6439702
https://academic.oup.com/jee/article-abstract/115/1/1/6439702
https://academic.oup.com/jee/article-abstract/115/1/1/6439702
https://www.hilarispublisher.com/open-access/from-lab-to-field-challenges-and-successes-in-implementing-biological-control-strategies.pdf
https://www.hilarispublisher.com/open-access/from-lab-to-field-challenges-and-successes-in-implementing-biological-control-strategies.pdf
https://www.hilarispublisher.com/open-access/from-lab-to-field-challenges-and-successes-in-implementing-biological-control-strategies.pdf
https://www.hilarispublisher.com/open-access/from-lab-to-field-challenges-and-successes-in-implementing-biological-control-strategies.pdf
https://www.annualreviews.org/content/journals/10.1146/annurev-ento-120120-111607
https://www.annualreviews.org/content/journals/10.1146/annurev-ento-120120-111607
https://www.annualreviews.org/content/journals/10.1146/annurev-ento-120120-111607
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10526-012-9462-2
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10526-012-9462-2
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10526-012-9462-2
https://www.academia.edu/download/81796212/9.pdf
https://www.academia.edu/download/81796212/9.pdf
https://www.academia.edu/download/81796212/9.pdf
https://www.academia.edu/download/81796212/9.pdf

